IKWEZI 2010-2012

Summary of results for the Test of Basic Concepts Knowledge (TBCK)
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IKWEZI (GRADE 1)

TBCK: Comparing Results of Learners 

Intervention A Intervention B


Key for interpreting scores:

0-10 Very Weak

11-17 Weak

18-20 Average

21-24 Strong to Very Strong
Intervention Group A: Learners who were in a Key Teacher class – these are teachers who had received training, mentoring and monitoring inside the classroom
Intervention Group B: Learners who were in a regular Grade 1 class – many of these teachers had received training, but not regular mentoring or monitoring inside the classroom. Some of these teachers had been exposed to the implementation of the programme at Project Sites.
The Baseline data mean score in 2010 which was 12.9 falls in the ‘Weak’ category. On closer inspection, 85% of these learners were functioning below the level expected for a Grade 1 learner at the start of the year, while only 15% were found to be ready for learning in Grade 1 (Fig. 1 below). In 2011, the mean score for Grade 1 learners in Intervention Group A in 2010 was 17.86 which is the upper limit of the ‘Weak’ category. A closer look showed that 59% of these learners were functioning on or above the level expected of a Grade 1 learner at the start of the year, while only 41% of the learners were not ready for learning in Grade 1 (Fig. 2 below). The 2011 mean score of learners in Intervention Group B in 2010 was 10.9 which falls into the ‘Very Weak’ category and the majority (99%) of these learners were found not to be ready for learning in Grade 1. In 2012, the mean score for Grade 1 learners in Intervention Group A in 2011 was 17.94 which was again in the upper limit of the ‘Weak Category’. On closer inspection it was found that 58% of these learners were functioning on or above the level expected of a Grade 1 learner at the start of the year, while only 42% of the learners were not ready for learning in Grade 1 (Fig. 3 below). The 2012 mean score of learners in Intervention Group B in 2011 was 16 which falls into the ‘Weak’ category and the majority (58%) of these learners were found not to be ready for learning in Grade 1.
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Conclusion

· There had been a marked improvement in the performance of all learners at the project schools since the start of the project in 2010, however the performance of Intervention Group A had been even more marked. The majority of these learners (58%) were now described as being prepared for learning in Grade 1.
· The improvement in the performance of Intervention Group B learners could be attributed to their gradual, but growing exposure to the intervention programme as well as to the implementation of the programme either at their schools or at project schools in the surrounding area. 
· In Intervention Group A there had been a dramatic decline in the number of learners described as very weak to nearly zero and also an increase in the number of learners described as very strong from zero (2010) to 24% in 2012.
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